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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1. New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required 
in this application because the drawings are informal. Applicant is advised to 
employ the services of a competent patent draftsperson outside the Office, as the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office no longer prepares new drawings. The 
corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The requirement for corrected drawings will not 
be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
DiSalvo (6246558). 

As to claims 1 and 6, DiSalvor clearly exhibits in figures 1,3, and 18 a 
circuit interrupting device comprising: a housing (12) ; a phase conductive path 
(34) disposed at least partially within said housing between a line side and a load 
side, said phase conductive path terminating at a first connection capable of 
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being electrically connected to a source of electricity (see col. 6, lines 20-23), a 
second connection (38) capable of conducting electricity to at least one load and 
a third connection (40) capable of conducting electricity to at least one user 
accessible load; a circuit interrupting portion disposed within said housing and 
configured to cause electrical discontinuity in said phase conductive path 
between said line side and said load side upon the occurrence of a 
predetermined condition ((see col. 2, lines lines 66-67) & (col. 3, lines 1-6)); and 
switch means (26) disposed at least partially within said housing to initiate a test 
to determine if the predetermined condition is present, and to provide electrical 
continuity in said phase conductive path between said line side and said load 
side if the test determined that a second predetermined condition is not present 
(see col. 5, lines 47-55); and a trip portion configured to cause electrical 
discontinuity in said phase and neutral conductive paths between said line side 
and said load side (see col. 3, lines 49-61) 

As to claim 2, DiSalvo discloses in figure 2, a circuit interrupting device of 
claim 1 wherein the switch means is a single throw, double mode push button. 

As to claim 3, DiSalvo discloses in figure 1 , wherein the switch means is a 
button which, when depressed initiates the test and when released provides 
electrical continuity in said phase conductive path between said line side and 
said load side if the test determined that a second predetermined condition is not 
present ( see col. 6, lines 8-19) 
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As to claim 4, DiSalvo discloses in figure 14, wherein the switch means 
comprises a button (202) biased by spring (204) means which urges the button to 
return to its initial position. 

As to claim 5, DiSalvo discloses a circuit interrupting device of claim 1 
wherein the second predetermined condition comprises defective operation of 
the circuit interrupting portion, or an open neutral condition, or a reverse wiring 
condition (see col. 5, lines 46-55). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Robert T. Dang whose telephone number is 
571-272-8326. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Michael J. Sherry can be reached on 571-272-2084. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 




